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Importance of 

Education in Islam

5 words (on learning) in the 

first 5 verses

Revealed in an age which 

was not an information age, 

in a society of Ummiy-yoon 

where extremely few knew 

how to read and write.
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Prophet’s role

The Prophet (pbuh) said: إنما بعثت معلمًا

(I am sent as a teacher.)
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Prophet’s roles – The 

Comprehensive Education

The verse mentions 4 roles:

• Recite the verses (read and follow)

• Do Tazkiah: Purify their lives (from 
negatives) and enhance good 
qualities

• Teach them the Book (Quran to 
understand & implement)

• Teach them the Hikmah (decision 
making)

The above 4 are the real areas of 
education in Islam.  It is not just 

delivering information.
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Mazhab

Belief Prayers Customs

Collective 

Life

Social 

system

Economic 

system

Political 

system

DEEN



Mazhab 

Aqaid

Ek-Rab

Trinity

1 Lakh

Ibadaat

Namaz, Roza, 
Zakat, Haj, 

Tilawat

Church, 
Prayers, 

Fasting, Pilgrim

Mandir, Pooja, 
Fasting, 
Ayaapa

Rusumaat

What to do 
when 

someone born 
or die, shaadi, 
40wan, chetti

etc..
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Deen (+Mazhab)

Social Sciences (Social

science is the branch of

science devoted to the study

of societies and the

relationships among individuals

within those societies.)

Economic Sciences (An economic

system is a means by which societies or

governments organize and distribute available

resources, services, and goods across a

geographic region or country, banking system

etc..)

Political Sciences (In

political science, a political system

defines the process for making official

government decisions. It is usually

compared to the legal system,

economic system, cultural system, and

other social systems.)

Philosophy Socialism Democracy

Anthropology communism Secularism 

Economics Capitalism Dictatorship

Geography Banking Monarchy

History, Archaeology Finance Republic

Psychology Zakat Khilafat

Physical Sciences 

Biological Sciences

Islamic Banking Hakmiat
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Jamai Tasawur

Deen

Mazhab

Social

Economic

Political
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Fikar ki tabdili (The New Philosophy)

 The Imported Western philosophy has changed the thoughts

of people world over.
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As a result of persistent and exclusive thinking about the

multifarious aspects of worldly life, a number of sociological

and politico-economic theories were conceived and put

forward. These theories gradually developed into full-fledged

ideologies and world-views. Confined to strictly academic

discussion in the earlier stages, these worldviews were later

made the social, political, and economic basis of nations
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Development of LSP & HSP must be aligned to the holistic concept as 

described in above Ayat’s
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Education 

LSP 

(lower studies 
program)

HSP         
(higher studies 

program)

Proposed Plan of 

Higher Education (HE)



Types of (knowledge)

There are only 2 types of knowledge in Islam:

1. BENEFICIAL  

2. NOT BENEFICIAL

Note the supplications of the Prophet pbuh: 

 اللهم إني أسئلك علمًا نافعًا (O Allah! I ask 
you for the beneficial knowledge).

 اللهم إني أعوذ بك من علم لا ينفع (O Allah! I 
take refuge in You from useless 

knowledge).
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The Islamic Objectives

1. To produce individuals who believe firmly in the individual and collective 

system of creator and to protect, practice, and promote it. 

2. To help in knowing the purpose of creation by his creator (Allah) and the to 

obey and please him using latest means at his disposal.

3. To develop morals by following the Prophet (pbuh) (Ta’leem + Tazkiah + 

Himkmah)

4. Live a balanced life (spiritual vs material; self vs society; spending vs saving; 

avoiding extremes)

5. To be expert in one’s own field which is more suitable to you in the light of 

life of hearafter.

6. To have a vision and a mission along with discipline … within the limits given 

by Allah.
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Current Situation

We have two streams of education

Deeni / Madrassa Education

Secular / School Education
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Deeni / Madrassa Education.

 Mostly out-of-date with current situation

 Originally designed for producing civil servants (in Muslim rule); that is why 

living in India, you don’t find any syllabus for Dawah; or how to live and 

interact with others in a multi-cultural society; 

 Generates 1000’s of Huffaz but not even 1% know what they have 

memorized!  

 Yes, their contribution is immense 

 Especially in the absence of any alternative
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Secular / School Education 

 Has no link with Islamic (way of life) education.  

 A subject (on Islamic Studies) is there but it is confined mostly 

to beliefs, worship, and morals.  

 Nothing to do with the concept of knowledge (social, political 

& economic system).  Nothing to relate oneself with other 

subjects.  

 Students are taught science, math's, social studies, politics, 

history, law, management, economics, etc. etc. but no where 

do you see any Islamic perspective.

 The one who has money and positions is the successful one 

(Media, culture).

 Result:  The whole life is built along non-Islamic lines.
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Current Status

 For masses (of students), this is what we have

 So, we need to work more to save our generation

 Especially in the light of TV/Internet and media onslaught against Islam 

and Muslims
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95% of our Students Study in 

Schools

 Do they have a goal of life? It is not a philosophical question.

 After spending 15, 20 years in education, if a Muslim does not 

know his goal, it is a disaster!!!

 Not just eat, live, and produce children (just as animals do)

ْْ وَالَّذِينَ كَفَرُوا يتََمَتَّعُونَ وَيأَْكُلوُنَ كَمَا تأَْكُلُ الأنَْعَامُ  ُُ ُُ مَثْوً  لَ  وَالََّّا
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Without Goal!!!

 If our educated, leader, cream class does not have a goal, forget 

about  others.  It is a sign of a dying millat.

 Especially so because this millat is not based on caste, color, race, or 

state.  If it looses goal, … forget the future!
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Secular Education Prepares 

Atheists & Materialistic Persons!

Examples:

 Science: Anomalous expansion of water.  Not taught: The One Who 

created sea creatures created water.  This is not  automatic.

 History:  Egyptology, the most imp. subject.  Not taught: Why Moosa (A) is 

mentioned most in the Qur’an.

 Economics: Not taught: You don’t have to rely on interest. 
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My Goal then was…

 Just to survive or have a good life. 

 As far as my role as a Muslim is concerned: It was limited to praying 
Namaz / Salah. 

 With time it improved to serve Muslims.

 Now I know that it should be to serve humanity, not just Muslims.  This is the 
way to serve Islam. 

 But this teaching simply does not exist in our educational system!
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Comprehensive Education
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Allah’s Word (Direct studies)

Allah’s World (Supporting studies)

To live in Allah’s WORLD 

and handle it according to Allah’s WORD… 

to  become true Khalifah… 

to get HIS PLEASURE



Comprehensive Education

ALLAH’S  WORD ALLAH’S WORLD

DIRECT STUDIES SUPPORTING STUDIES

QURAN (and Hadith) 

STUDY

Ayyamillah Allah’s world GOD’S 

KINGDOM

HISTORY, 

CULTURE 

SCIENCE, 

TECHNOLOGY

LAWS, 

ECONOMICS

LANGUAGES  ARTS
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Start everyday with Allah’s word and then let the 

students go to study Allah’s world!!!



Important Features Islamic 

Education - 1

 No division between religious and secular.

 Up to high school, same syllabus for everyone 

 All essential subjects will be taught.

 Supporting subjects (Maths, Sciences, etc.) will be taught 
in the spirit of Islam.

 A student will look at this world with Islamic vision.
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Important Features Islamic 

Education - 2

After high school, education for Specialists in 

 Qur’an, Hadith, Fiqh, History

 Tarbiyah, Dawah, 

 Islamic Social sciences

 Islamic Philosophies

 Comparative religion

 Islamic Economists 

31



Current Reality

 No such system exists (in secular and most Muslim countries)

 Islamic Studies is just one subject in our schools

 It is the Most neglected, abused, and last in priority

 No supervision or follow up for it

 Most importantly – Qur’an is missing! (except for rote memorization of few 

Surahs and their translation passages) 
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If we keep Islam as …

 If we keep it as the lowest priority

 Our children will treat Islam as the lowest priority when 

they grow up
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Islamic Education

A responsibility on every one

• School

• Masjid

• Home

• Neighbors/elders/society

• …
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Taleem + Tarbiyah at home too

 Do it at home too.  You can’t rely on school alone

 The parents have to get involved
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An Appeal

 Try to get understanding of the Qur’an teaching into 

curriculum of your school too.  It is the most important 

subject. 

 Almost no school, even Muslim schools teach it to the full. 

 A high school graduate should be able to understand the 

full Qur’an and listen to at least a big book on Hadith (like 

Riyadhus-saliheen or Bulooghul Maraam).

 It needs only 200 hours of teaching for adults and around 

300 or little more for students.  Visit for details.
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http://www.understandquran.com/


Importance of Education

Difference between a Muslim and a non-Muslim and/or Kafir 

is in two areas:

 Knowledge; and 

 Action 
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Contacts

 Dr. Shaik Abdul Rahman 

 0091-9989565268

 Hyderabad 
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